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PREFACE

The aim of this book 1s to give a systesatic Introdection to
the theory of surrea] nusters based ¢a foundations that are familfar to
eost sathematicfans, 1 feel that the surrca)l nusbers form an exciting
systes which deserves to be Detter kecwn and that therefore an exposition
ke this ome 15 meeded at present. The subject 15 in such a piceeering
state that 1t appears that there are many results Just on the verge of
being discovered and even concepts that still are wafting to be defined.

Ose might clafm that one shculd wait ti1) the theory of
surreal nusders s more fully established before pudlfishing a bock cn
this subfect. Such a commeat reminds se of the classic joke about the
person who s afraid of drowning and has wvowed never to step into water
until he has learned how to swim, In fact, the time is ripe for such a
book and furthersore the book ftself should contribute to developing the
subject with the Relp of creatfve readers,

The subject has suffered so far from fsolation with peckets
of people 1a scattered parts of the world working oa those facets of the
subject that faterest thes. [ Rope that this boot will) play a role fn
cifminating this fsolation and bringing together the mathesaticiaas
interested im surreal numders,

The book fs thus a reflection of my own personal {nterest,
For example, Martin Krustal has developed the theory of exponentiation
from a somewhat different point of view and carried it in differeat
directions from the presentatfon fn this dook. Also, I recently received
correspondence from Norman Aliing who has recently dene work on a facet
of the theory of surreal mesbers not discussed in the dook, With greater
communication all this and more could play a role in a future editicn.

The tasfc materfal fs found in chapters 2 through 5. The
later chapters are more original and more specialized. Although rees for



future improwement exists everywhere, chapters T and 8 are 1a an
eipecially pleneering position: this i3 where the greatedt oppertunity
sebBd 13 dxlst For Endelddgeable resderd to obUils &b Felulte.
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